REPORT ON TRAINING OF TEACHERS
ON INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
 Migori County-28/10/2019 Border Point Hotel
Sirare
 Uasin Gishu County - 25/01/2020 Ndupawa
Prestige
 Kirinyaga County – 08/02/2020 Starehe Hotel

1.0.

Introduction

UDPK has been implementing a project called “Promoting Disability Rights through
accelerated Implementation of UNCRPD Committee of Experts Concluding
Recommendations and the 2018 Global Disability Summit Commitment”. The project was
designed to improve human rights situation of persons with disabilities in Kenya. More
specifically, it was aimed to achieve two broad objectives including; (a) monitor the
implementation of the newly enacted Sector Policy for Learners and Trainees with disabilities
and its Implementation Guidelines and; (b) to increase visibility and capacities of disabled
persons organizations (DPOs) and persons with disabilities to effectively represent and
advocate for their rights in Kirinyaga, Migori and Uasin Gishu counties.
This report covers a synopsis of two activities supported by this Project and undertaken in
collaboration with the Ministry of Education, the Directorate of Special Needs Education, in
the three Project counties. The two activities were:




2.0.

In collaboration with the Ministry of Education, support selected schools in the three
counties (Kirinyaga, Uasin Gishu and Migori) through a training to adapt their
training pedagogy as well as school infrastructure for inclusion purposes
Hold two engagement session(trainings) in the three identified Counties targeting
ECD and basic schools that have shown interest in practicing inclusive education
About the Activities
2.1.

Background

In the first activity schools were supported to adapt their training pedagogy as well as school
infrastructure for inclusion purposes. Under this activity, the teachers were taken through
the best learning practices including adaptation of curriculum, the relationship between
competency based curriculum in an inclusive classroom. Further, schools were encouraged
to promote inclusion by ensuring accessible school physical and social environment.
In the second activity, the pre-primary and primary schools were engaged to promote
inclusive education in their schools. The training targeted both the head teachers and ECDE
teachers. The teachers at the ECDE level form the most critical foundation of a child’s
development and therefore for children with disabilities, these teachers support in early
identification and in close collaboration with the school administration can further make
arrangements for the assessment and appropriate educational interventions for the child
identified to have disabilities. For the ECDE teachers to succeed in this, they must work closely
with the school administration, especially the head teacher who can support in ensuring
appropriate educational interventions are in place. Some of the educational interventions
expected would include adaption of the school’s physical environment, acquisition of
appropriate learning resources and cascading the awareness to the rest of the school
members.
1.1.

Participants

In total, 46 schools participated including 17 in Migori County, 15 in Uasin Gishu County
and 14 in Kirinyaga County. From each school, the participants included a head teacher from
primary school and a teacher from pre-primary school. Other participants included EARC
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officers and DPOs representatives from the respective counties. The activity reached a total
of 163 participants in Kirinyaga, Migori and Uasin Gishu counties as in table 1.

Table 1: Number of participants per county
Group of participants Gender
Teachers
M
F
Education officers
M
F
DPOs
M
F
Guides, SLI
M
F
Facilitators
M
F
Staff
M
F
Total
1.2.

Migori
25
16
0
0
4
1
3
0
2
0
1
0
52

Uasin Gishu Kirinyaga
Total
10
12
47
26
14
56
1
1
2
2
0
2
3
11
18
2
10
13
4
1
8
2
3
5
2
2
6
0
0
0
0
0
1
2
3
5
54
57
163

Participants expectations

Most of the participants during the three trainings were interested in learning how to support
leaners in an inclusive school. The specific expectations are listed.









Early interventions
Learn more about inclusive education
Learn more about disabilities
Learn about rights of children with disabilities in the community
Learn how to handle children with special needs
How to make the school child friendly
Know more organizations that support children with disabilities
Understand relationship between the regular curriculum and
inclusive education
 How to handle/support CWDs in early years (ECDE)
1.3. Learn
Areas how
of training
to sensitize and support parents on how to support their
CWD

Prior to the training, the training needs were informed by an assessment done by UDPK and
the ECDE and head teachers from selected schools. An assessment tool had been shared with
them which requested them to list some of the areas they had capacity gaps and would be
important for them as an aid to promoting inclusive education in mainstream schools. The
following areas for training were identified:
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a) The mandate of MoE/DSNE. The discussion was about the structure and how it works
to support the schools. Here, the the Sector Policy for Learners and Trainees with
Disabilities was introduced to set a basis for discussion about inclusive education.
b) Knowledge on special needs and disabilities. The participants were introduced to the
11 disabilities that are in the Sector Policy.
c) Introduction to inclusive education. Participants were introduced to the concept of
inclusive education and the policy backing of inclusive education. Further, the
benefits to the school, children, families, government and barriers to inclusive
education at the policy, family and community level were also discussed.
d) Characteristics of a school practicing inclusive education in the lens of physical
environment; social environment; teaching & learning methods and school
administration/BoM.
e) The relationship between inclusive education and the competency based curriculum
and how children with special needs in education will learn.
f) Supporting learners with special needs and disability in school. The discussion was
centered on how teachers can support learners with various disabilities and special
needs including visual impairment, hearing impairment, physical impairments and
intellectual impairments in a classroom set up.
1.4.

School challenges and actions to promote inclusion in targeted schools

A summary of key actions drawn by the schools to implement inclusive education are
annexed. The challenges identified were: 1) majority of the schools identified low awareness
level among the school administration, BOM, parents, teachers, children and other members
of the school community as the key impediment to inclusive education. 2) Another challenge
that needed to be addressed by the school was inaccessible environment including
inaccessible classrooms, latrines, offices etc. 3) the third issue of concern was that children
with disabilities in the catchment area were still out of school and thus needed to be mobilized
to school. Schools with the support of the DPO leaders ought to make arrangements to
mobilize parents of such children and partner with the EARCs to assess and place them
appropriately. The key actions that schools identified to be undertaken to ensure inclusion
are summarized in figure 1 below.
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Figure 1: School actions per county to promote inclusion in their schools

3.0.

Key Outcomes and Recommendations

From the two activities, the selected schools were able to understand the introductory concept
of inclusive education and how to support children that have special needs in education.
Schools drew action plans that will inform the kind of interventions they will be undertaking
to promote inclusion in their respective schools. This was an eye-opener to most of the schools
and it is hoped that once they start off the initiatives, a good number of children with
disabilities will be interested to further seek for inclusive education in their schools. However,
this was a basic introductory training that was limited by resources among other factors and
thus may require further trainings to other stakeholders like BOMs, staff, other teachers’
parents, pupils among others so as to ensure all the stakeholders embraces and practices
inclusive education.
It was realized that most of the schools have low level of awareness on inclusive education.
This may not be addressed through a one-off forum and may require continuous sensitization
and capacity building programmes. In future, similar programmes can partner with the
CSO-SNE Officers (EARCs) through MOE- DSNE to undertake school specific trainings that
targets teachers, BOM and parents.
It came out that children with disabilities are still out of school within the catchment areas.
In future, a programme could be devised to ensure continuous outreach programmes
through the EARC offices in the respective school catchment areas. This outreach programme
will include mobilization, sensitization, assessment, referral and placement. It will also play
a critical role in following up children who were previously assessed.
Majority of the schools’ infrastructure remain inaccessible. The Ministry of Education can
sanction an accessibility audit using the check list developed by the NCPWD that is based on
ISO Standard 21542 of 2011. The Ministry of Education can partner with the NCPWD and
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DPOs to support in monitoring accessibility of schools and provide feedback to schools and
MoE at the county level for action.
The schools have limited resources to support major activities that would lead to inclusive
schools especially the infrastructure requirement which is attributed to inadequate capitation
from the government. For schools to undertake inclusive programmes, they require extra
resources from varied sources. One of the BOM’s functions under the Basic Education Act
(2013) article 59 (c) is to ensure and assure the provision of proper and adequate physical
facilities for the institution; and article 59 (n) to administer and manage the resources of the
institution. Towards achieving this, the BOM requires skills on that; so as to enhance their
capacity to mobilize resources within and without the school.
The CSO-SNE officers are quite overwhelmed since they have dual roles of curriculum
support officers as well as assessment officers (EARC); and therefore much of their time is
dedicated to monitoring regular schools and thus a risk of low attention to the quite deserving
children with disabilities. To that effect, a number of options exists. Firstly, as a long-term
strategy, a similar programme can lobby for assessment officers to be deployed by the
Ministry of Education and Teachers Service Commission to ensure proper attention to
inclusive education is afforded. Secondly, arrangements can be made to have the EARC
officers work for at least two days to support schools and children with disabilities as opposed
to one day as it is now. Thirdly, the MoE and TSC can negotiate with the CSO-SNE officers so
that they can work during the weekends or during the holidays to support inclusive
education in the schools.
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4.0.

Photos

Photo 1: Training in Migori County

Photo 2: Frederick Haga Director SNE addressing teachers in Migori County
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Photo 3: A teacher making contribution in Kirinya County. In-attendance is Sarah, Treasurer
of UDPK

Photo 4: Frederick Haga, Director SNE facilitating a session
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5.0. Annexes
Annex 1: School specific action plan
No. school

Activity

When will you
do it?

Where

How will `you do
it?

Who will do it?

Targets/participants
?

Sensitize the school
community teachers
on inclusive education

Immediately

At school

Head
teacher/ECDE
teacher

BOM
Parents
Children

Renovate classrooms

When funds
are available

School

Staff meeting
BoM meeting
Parents meeting
During assembly
Renovation

Head teacher
BOM

BOM
Parents

Sensitize parents to
enrol children with
disabilities to school

Beginning
March 2020

School
community

Sensitize the BOM on
inclusive education

Before end of
February 2020

School

Sensitization of parents

March 2020

School

Renovate the school to
become
disability
friendly
Sensitize the parents
and stakeholders on
inclusive education

April 2020

School

Second
2020

School

Mobile children with
disabilities
in
the
community to school
Sensitize parents on
SNE

End of second
term

School
community

Conduct
visits

End of March
2020

School

Parents baraza

What will
require?

you

Kirinyaga County
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Gakindu

Mbui Njeru

Kangure

Kahiro

Ichang’I

term

 Head teacher
 Teachers
 Parents
 BOM
 Local leaders
 CSO-SNE
BOM meeting
 Head teacher
 ECDE teacher
Invite parents and  Head teacher
other stakeholders  BOM
for a meeting
Make the ramps
BOM
Level the field
Adapt toilets
Invite a
guest Head teacher
speaker
during
AGM
Parents meeting
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home 


Teachers
Village elders





Head teacher
ECDE teacher
BOM

Paint, iron sheets,
cement and labor

Parents

BoM and teachers
BOM
BOM

Funds

 Parents
 BOM members
 EARC officers
Children
with
special needs

Visual tape

Parents

Stationery

Invite the parents  Head teacher
and their learners  ECDE teacher
with special needs
 EARC officer
and assess them
Brief them about Head teacher
inclusive education
Parents’ meeting
Teachers concerned

Identity learners with
special needs in the
community

End of March
2020

School
neighbourhoo
d

Sensitize the pupils and
teachers
Sensitize the parents on
inclusive education
Identify children with
disabilities within the
school catchment area

Immediately
(Monday)
-

School

Throughout
the year

School
Churches
Community
barazas

Sensitize the parents
about SNE

May
2020

School

Mobilize children with
special needs

By the end of
February 2020

Community

Sensitize stakeholders
on inclusive education

By mid March
2020

School

Sensitize
the
stakeholder
on
inclusive education

February 2020

School

During
meetings

Mobilize children with
disabilities to school

March 2020

School

Home visits

10. Kirima

Create awareness to
parents

During
AGM

School

11. Kirima

Sensitize the BOM on
inclusive education

During
the
BOM meeting

Address the parents  Guest speaker
 Head teacher
BOM meeting
Head teacher

6.

7.

8.

9.

Githure

Kangai

Thanju

Mburi Christian

–July

the

School

In the school

door 




Parents’ barazas



During
school 
community

meetings
Home
visits
During
parents’ 
meeting

Door
to
campaigns
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Teachers
BOM
PA
Pupils
Administration
Teachers
BOM
CSO-SNE
Head teachers
CSO-SNE
Head teachers
CSO-SNE

school

Parents and learners 


Stationery
Desks

Teachers
Learners
Parents of children Meeting hall with
with disabilities
chairs and tables
 Parents
 Stationery
 Church leaders  Funds

Chiefs

 Parents
 Officials
 Learners
Parents of children
with disabilities

Meeting hall

 Parents
 Teachers
 BOM members
 Teachers
 BOM members
 Parents
 Pupils
 Teachers
 Pupils
 Parents
AGM participants

Human resource

Pupils

Human resource

Sensitize
the
community
on
inclusive education

During AGM

School

Call for AGM

Create awareness to
parents on inclusive
education
Sensitize parents of
children
with
disabilities on inclusive
education
Renovate
adaptive
toilet for children with
disability

Immediately

School

Call parents for 
parents’ meeting


First week of
March

School

Organize general
meeting for all
parents

Second week
of March

School

Repair of school 
environment


Enrol children with
disabilities
Form
parents
association who have
children with disability

May/June
2020
January 2021

School

Call parents and
children
AGM

15. Union

Support children with
disabilities

6 months to 1
year

At school

16. Waunifor

Sensitize parents for
children
with
disabilities

February 2020

School

Initiate
programme

February 2020

School

12. Waigiri
13. Baricho

14. Kiamuruga

School

EARC office

Head teacher
ECDE teacher

Pupils

Facilitation

Parents of children
with disability

Parents with children 
with disability


Resource guests
DPO support

Parents

 BOM
 Head teacher
 Parents
EARC offices

Parents

Local leaders

Head teachers
BOM

Funds

Uasin Gishu County

17. St. Georges

feeding

Sensitize the parents on
inclusive education
Assess leaners with
special needs and
disabilities

School
6th week 2020

School

Collect funds from
wellwishers/donors
Parents’ meeting



Sensitize
the
parents on the need
for
feeding
programme
for
learners
with
special needs
Invite
resource
person
Mobilization and
assessment
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Parents of children
with disability
BOM
CSO
Head teachers

Parents of children
with disabilities

Head teacher
BOM
CSO

Parents of children
with special needs

Head teacher
BOM
EARC officers

Parents
Children
disabilities

with

Funds

18. Koitoror

Support learners with
special needs

Continuous

School

19. Kapyemit

Carry out sensitization
on inclusive education

By
30th
January 2020

School

Adapt
the
infrastructure
(sanitary and ramps)
Adapt toilets

By end of
February 2020

Classrooms
Toilets

By September
2020

School

Sensitization

By May 2020

School

Adapt toilets

By June 2020

School

Construct ramps

School

Construct ramps

By December
2020
2021

Carry out sensitization

Term 1 2020

All
classrooms,
washrooms
and offices
School level

Sensitize parents on
inclusive education

Term 1

School

Parents’ meeting
AGM

Construct ramps

One year

School

Procure materials

24. EARC officer

Carry out sensitization

February and
March 2020

Sub county

Sector Policy

BOM
Contractor
CSO-SNE

25. Tarakwa

Adapt toilets

By June 2020

School

Source funds from
MOE and other
partners

Parents
BOM
MOE

20. Lolkinyei

21. Chepkigen

22. Eldoret
Borderfarm

23. Songich

Sensitization
Provide adaptive
devices
Ramps
Desks
Toilets
Parents
and
teachers meeting
Fundraise
for
construction/reno
vation
AGM approval
School meetings
Chief’s barazas
Involve
stakeholders
Involve
stakeholders
Consult BOM
Design by public
works
Use
persons
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resource

Administration
BOM

Learners
disabilities

Head teacher
ECDE teacher
EARC officer
BOM
Head teacher

Parents
Teachers

Funds

NGCDF
County government
Parents

Funds

BoM
Parents
CDF
BOM
Head teachers
BOM
CDF
Parents
BOM
CDF
Head teacher
BOM
Head teacher
Resource persons
Chiefs
BOM
CSO-SNE
Head teacher

with

Personnel
Funds

Funds
Parents
Community

Stationery
Resource persons
Funds
Funds
Funds

Parents

Venue

Parents
Pupils
Teachers
BOM

Invitations

Parents
Teachers
Other stakeholders

Funds
Building materials
Facilitators
Funds
Stationery
Funds

26. Kaptonga

27. Kapchorua

28. Toloita
29. Kapkoros Fam
30. AIC Mois Bridge

Adapt the dormitory

By December
2020

School

Source funning

Create awareness

2 weeks

School

Teacher/parents’
meeting

Training of teachers

1 day

School

Construct ramps

2 weeks

Classrooms

One
day
sensitization
Mobilize resources

Sensitize the teachers
on special needs
Identify children with
disabilities within the
school catchment
Sensitize the teachers
and community
Introduce
inclusive
learning in ECDE
section
Sensitize teachers

30thJanuary
2020
6th February
2020

School

Induct teachers

School

Assessment
referral

In 2 weeks’
time
From February
2020

School

Parents
BOM
MOE
Head teacher

Funds
Parents
Teachers

Stationery
Snacks
Resource person
Resource persons

BOM
Head teacher
Head teacher
BOM
Head teacher

Teachers

CSO-SNE

Children

Resource person

Parents’ meeting

Head teacher

School

Create awareness
to parents

School administration

Parents
Teachers
Parents

29th January
2020
5th February
2020

School

Seminar

Facilitator

Teachers

Funds
Resource persons
Human resource
Infrastructure
Learning resources
Stationery

School

Assessment
referral

CSO-SNE

Parents and children
with disabilities

CSO-SNE officer

Create awareness on
inclusive education
Identify children with
disabilities

30/09/2019

School

Trained teacher

Teachers

Stationery

10/10/2019

School

Parents and children
with disabilities

Carry out sensitization

30/10/2019

School

Improvement
infrastructure

of

January 2020

School

Renovation

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
BOM

Identify children with
disabilities

1217/10/2019

School

Assessment
referral

Carry out sensitization

22/10/2019

School

Identify children with
disabilities

and

and

Funds
Charts

Migori County
31. Ugari
32. Koduogo

33. Othoro

Assessment
referral
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and

and

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
Head teacher
ECDE teacher

Teachers
BOM
PA
ECDE teacher
Parents and children
with disabilities
Teachers

Stationery
Venue
Funds

Stationery
Venue

Improvement
infrastructure
34. Uriri

35. xxxx

36. Kwiho

37. Nyatech

of

2020

School

Sensitize the parents on
SNE
Identify children with
disabilities

3/10/2019

School

11-16/10/2019

School

Assessment
referral

Sensitize parents on
importance
of
inclusive education
Improve the school
infrastructure
Sensitize
parents,
teachers and pupils on
importance
of
inclusive education
Improve the school
infrastructure –ramps,
flooring of classrooms.
Identify children with
disabilities

October 2019

School

Parents meeting

Immediately

School

Renovation

BOM

30/09/2019

School

Parents meeting

Head teacher
ECDE teacher

January 2020

School

Renovation

BOM

11-16/10/2019

School

Assessment
referral

Sensitize
parents,
teachers
Adapt pit latrines

Immediately

School

Parents meeting

When funds
are available
Immediately

School latrines

Renovation

School

Assessment
referral

When funds
are available
Throughout
the year

School latrines

Renovation

School
and
other forums

Meetings

1st
January
2020

School

Assessment
referral

Identify children with
disabilities
38. Kubwaha

39. Nyangoge

Adapt pit latrine
Create awareness to
stakeholders
on
inclusive education
Identify children with
disabilities

Renovation
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BOM

and

and

and

Head teacher
ECDE teacher
EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
Head teacher
ECDE teacher

BOM
PA
ECDE teacher
Parents
Children
Parents and children
with disabilities
Teachers

Funds
Teachers

Funds

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
BOM

Parents and children
with disabilities

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
BOM

Parents and children
with disabilities

Teachers

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher

Funds
Funds

Funds

Head teacher
EARC officer
and

Funds

Parents and children
with disabilities

40. Komasincha

41. Minko

42. Kindu

43. Minyere

44. Girigiri

45. Oboke

46. Nyamware

Procure
learning
materials for children
with special needs
Identify children with
disabilities

When funds
are available

School

13/10/2019

School

Assessment
referral

Improve the school
infrastructure –ramps,
flooring of classrooms.
Identify children with
disabilities

2020

School

Renovation

02/10/2019

School

Assessment
referral

Improve the school
infrastructure –ramps,
flooring of classrooms.
Construct an acoustic
room

2020

School

Renovation

3 months

School

Sensitize
the
community
Enrol children with
special needs in the
school
Sensitize the parents on
inclusive education

Immediately

School

January 2020

School

January 2020

School

Sensitization meeting
on inclusive education

1st week of
January 2020

School

Identify children with
disabilities

3rd
week
January 2020

School

Construct ramps in all
the classrooms
Carry out sensitization
on inclusive education

2020

School

Immediately

School

Enrol children with
disabilities in school

2020

School

and

and

and

Mobilize children
with disabilities
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Learners

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
BOM

Parents and children
with disabilities

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
BOM

Parents and children
with disabilities

Area MP
Parents
Stakeholders
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
EARC officer
Head teacher

Mobilization

Assessment
referral

Head teacher
ECDE teacher

EARC officer
Head teacher
EARC officer
EARC officer
Head teacher
Resource person
EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
Head teacher
BOM
EARC officer
Head teacher
EARC officer
ECDE teacher
Head teacher

Funds

GOK funding
Technicians

GOK funding
Materials
Funding from CDF
and other sources
Parents
Local leaders
Parents and children
with disabilities
Parents and local
leaders
Parents and local
leaders
Parents and children
with disabilities

Parents and local
leaders

Venue
Feeding
Chairs/desks
new enrolees
Facilitators
Funds
Refreshments
Stationery
Funds
Refreshments
Stationery
Funds
Facilitators

for

47.

Identify children with
disabilities

January 2020

School

Assessment
referral

Sensitize parents on
inclusive education

Next week

School

Improve accessibility
by constructing ramps
Build
accessible
classrooms

Next
term
(2020)
Next term

School

Invite parents to
school
on
a
weekend
Renovation
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and

EARC officer
Head teacher
ECDE teacher
Teachers

Parents and children
with disabilities

Funds
Refreshments
Stationery

Parents

BOM

Funds

BOM
Parents

Funds

Annex 2: Head Teachers & ECDE Teachers Sensitization/Training Programme
Time
8:30-9:00

Content
Preliminaries

9:00-9:15

The mandate
MoE/DSNE

9:15-9:30

Knowledge
of
SN/disabilities
Introduction
to
inclusive education

9:30-10:00

of


Description
Registration
Opening remarks
Objectives
Discussion of how DSNE works and its structure
The Sector Policy for Learners and Trainees with
Disabilities
Ask participants to discuss briefly the 11 disabilities that
are in the Sector Policy (20 minutes).
In groups of two, ask participants to define inclusive
education according to their understanding (5 minutes’
discussion, 5 minutes’ feedback and discussion)
In groups of five, each group to discuss a different
question and give feedback (20 minutes’ discussion; 40
minutes’ feedback and discussion)
How can we know a school is practicing inclusive
education through the following lens?
• Group 1: Physical environment;
• Group 2: Social environment;
• Group 3: Teaching learning methods
• Group 4: School administration/BoM

10:00:11:00

Characteristics of a
school practicing
inclusive education

11:00-11:30
11:30-12:00

Health break
Benefits
and In groups of five, each group to discuss a different
barriers to inclusive question and give feedback (15 minutes’ discussion; 30
education
minutes’ feedback and discussion)
•

12:00-1:00
1:00-2:00
2:00 -4:00

4:00-4:30
4:30

Discuss benefits of IE (for school, children, families,
government etc)
• Discuss the barriers to inclusive education (policy,
family, community level etc)
Inclusive education Presentation on relation of IE and CBC
and CBC
Lunch break
Supporting
Discussion questions. In groups of five, each group to
learners
with discuss a different question and give feedback (15
special needs and minutes’ discussion; 30 minutes’ feedback and
disability in school discussion)
• How can teachers support learners with VI in
classroom?
• How can teachers support learners with HI in
classroom?
• How can teachers support learners with PH in
classroom?
• How can teachers support learners with IC in
classroom?
Wrap up and way
forward
Logistics
and
departure
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